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PRESS INFORMATION 
  

OPENING CONCERTS AT THE ELBPHILHARMONIE HAMBURG:  
WINNERS OF THE TICKET DRAW HAVE BEEN SELECTED 
  
What a way to celebrate the grand opening: a total of 1,000 free tickets for the first two concerts 
on 11 and 12 January 2017 at the Elbphilharmonie – Hamburg’s new concert hall and landmark – 
have been given away to the general public around the world. Tickets cannot be bought for these 
two events. Demand for the tickets was huge: more than 220,000 music lovers from all around the 
world registered for the draw.  
                 
The first 100 entrants to each win a pair of tickets were selected in an initial draw on 10 June. The 
second and final draw was held on 8 July in the presence of a notary. Over the next few days, 350 
additional winners will be informed of their good fortune: two free tickets each for the opening 
concerts. 
 
There was an impressive level of interest in the draw: over 220,000 participants sent in entries for 
the free tickets. Everyone wants to be there when the doors to the Elbphilharmonie’s Grand Hall 
finally open to the public and the NDR Elbphilharmonie Orchestra under the baton of Principal 
Conductor Thomas Hengelbrock and world-class soloists take the stage for the first time.  
 
The ticket draw was further proof that interest in Hamburg’s new concert hall extends far beyond 
the city itself. Music lovers from 73 countries around the globe took part – from Finland and Spain to 
New Zealand (almost 20,000 kilometres away), the USA, Antarctica, Namibia and Afghanistan. The 
largest number of entries originated in Germany, followed by Austria and Switzerland, from each of 
which 1,500 registered participants took part.  
 
Each of the 450 winners selected in the initial and final draws are allowed to bring a guest to one of 
the opening concerts. Twelve international participants from as far away as China, Denmark, the 
Netherlands as well as Basle, Vienna and Paris are among the lucky winners. The remaining 
contingent of 100 tickets will be distributed for giveaways by partners of the Elbphilharmonie 
worldwide. 
 
»It's wonderful that our ticket winners cover such a wide demographic: in both age and location,« 
says General and Artistic Director Christoph Lieben-Seutter. »In the run-up to the grand opening of 
the Elbphilharmonie, this shows that our audience is made up of a large spectrum of the public. The 
Elbphilharmonie is a concert hall for everyone in Hamburg and northern Germany - at the same 
time, we welcome visitors from all over the world with open arms.« 
 
The Elbphilharmonie enriches Hamburg with an architectural gem and a new focal point, not just for 
music lovers. The spectacular new landmark houses three concert halls offering a varied 
programme of music, a large music education area, a range of places to eat and drink, the Plaza – a 
360° public viewing platform with breathtaking views over the whole city from a height of 37 metres 
above ground level – and a hotel.  
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With its unique architecture, the new concert hall represents the diverse, maritime flair of Hamburg 
– a city that is built on tradition and modernity and continues to successfully reshape its future by 
drawing on courage, creativity, innovation and cosmopolitanism. The Elbphilharmonie Hamburg 
symbolises the city’s ruggedness and beauty, these ubiquitous contrasts that are so characteristic of 
Hamburg’s appeal as the gateway to the world.  
 
For information and to book tickets for the first season, please visit www.elbphilharmonie.de/en/  
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