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PRESS RELEASE 

 
»NEW YORK STORIES« 
ELBPHILHARMONIE BRINGS THE MUSIC OF THE BIG APPLE TO HAMBURG –  
FROM 30 MARCH TO 4 APRIL 

Hamburg, 27 March 2017: On six evenings featuring a whole variety of big names, audiences at the 
Elbphilharmonie can hear different facets of the wealth of musical styles that New York City is 
home to. The programme ranges from John Zorn’s »Bagatelle Marathon«, contemporary pieces for 
string quartet with the JACK Quartet and from an evening with Michael Feinstein and the hr-
Bigband, playing gems from the »Great American Songbook«, to rap with Zebra Katz, great art pop 
with Anohni and the ensemble yMusic, and electronic music with Tyondai Braxton. The climax of the 
festival will be two concerts given by the New York Philharmonic under its principal conductor Alan 
Gilbert with cellist Yo-Yo Ma and the soprano Christina Landshamer. In addition, one of America’s 
leading contemporary composers, John Adams, will be making a guest appearance. 

It's an unchallenged claim that New York never sleeps. And if a city never sleeps, its inhabitants 
obviously have more time for everything, including playing music and listening to it. And it’s true that 
New Yorkers set great store by music – not least because so many aspiring musicians gravitate to the 
city from far afield in the belief that this is the only place where they can make their fortune. How did 
Frank Sinatra put it in the song he made immortal, »New York, New York«? – »If I can make it there, 
I’ll make it anywhere«. For decades, the East Coast metropolis, consisting of the five boroughs 
Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens and Staten Island, was the focus of longing for countless 
immigrants from all over Europe. And to this day, New York remains the most European of all 
American cities. With the compact festival »New York Stories« at the end of March / beginning of April, 
the Elbphilharmonie tries to give an impression of the music scene in the Big Apple in six (sold-out) 
concerts. 
 
As if the idea was to export New York insomnia to Hamburg, the festival opens on 30 March in the 
Elbphilharmonie Grand Hall with sax player and composer John Zorn’s »Bagatelle Marathon«. Zorn 
has been one of the leading lights of the New York off scene for 35 years now; in his long night of 
contemporary music, wandering between composition and improvisation, nearly 30 talented 
musicians appear on stage in constantly changing formations, from solo to quartet. The cast list 
includes: Dave Douglas (trumpet), Joey Baron (percussion), Eric Friedlander (cello), Craig Taborn 
(piano), John Medeski (organ), Julian Lage (guitar), Kenny Wollesen (vibes), Ikue Mori (electronics), 
Mark Feldman (violin), Sylvie Courvoisier (piano) and Marc Ribot (guitar). 
 
The JACK Quartet is thoroughly familiar with new music; the musicians last appeared at the 
Elbphilharmonie’s »Greatest Hits« festival in November 2016 on Kampnagel. On 31 March they 
perform string quartets by contemporary composers like Morton Feldman and Julia Wolfe in the 
Recital Hall, including two European first performances. More music by Julia Wolfe can be heard later 
that evening in the same place, when Ensemble Resonanz plays her soundtrack to Bill Morrison’s 
film »Fuel« (22:00). This is a commissioned piece that Ensemble Resonanz, displaying its special far-
sightedness, already performed for the concert series »Kaispeicher entern!« at the Elbphilharmonie 
in 2007, i.e. back in the days when the building consisted solely of what now forms its base. 
 
On 1 April in the Grand Hall, singer and pianist Michael Feinstein opens up a few pages from the 
»Great American Songbook« with songs that pay special tribute to the Big Apple. Feinstein knows the 
repertoire of George and Ira Gershwin, Rodgers & Hammerstein and Cole Porter like the back of his 
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hand, and is an unpretentious crooner and an entertainer with a finely-tuned sense of humour as well. 
Modern show glamour is contributed by the hr-Bigband from Frankfurt, which accompanies him 
under the baton of Tedd Firth. 
 
Incredibly sensuous but at the same time totally minimalistic: that’s the music of NYC rapper Zebra 
Katz, who supplies a pleasant contrast with his splendid outfits and artistic videos to the bling-bling of 
all the gangsta rappers and posers. At the »New York Stories« festival, he turns the Recital Hall into a 
club on 1 April, 22:00.  
 
With two performances (11:00 and 15:00) of the Twinkle Concert XL »Reise in eine neue Welt« 
(Voyage to a New World), Ensemble Resonanz provides terrific entertainment for children aged 7 or 
above on Sunday, 2 April. The »new world« mentioned in the title is of course a reference to Antonin 
Dvorak; not, however, to his Ninth Symphony »From the New World«, but to the »American String 
Quartet«. David Maria Gramse, one of the ensemble’s violinists, has made an electronic arrangement 
of the quartet, where viola player Justin Caulley demonstrates his talent for rap! 
 
She has a voice that you never forget, even if you’ve only heard it once: Anohni, transgender singer 
from New York City. With the second album of her band project Antony and the Johnsons, »I Am A Bird 
Now« (2005), she made an indelible mark on the hearts of many. With the ensemble yMusic, whose 
focus, very much New York style, is the fusion of pop and classical music, Anohni presents songs old 
and new in unusual arrangements in the Elbphilharmonie (2 April, 20:00). 
 
On the last two evenings of »New York Stories«, an orchestra is in the limelight that is both venerable 
and daring: the New York Philharmonic under the baton of its principal conductor Alan Gilbert. On 3 
April (20:00), world-famous cellist Yo-Yo Ma returns just a few weeks after his Elbphilharmonie debut 
to play the cello concerto by Esa-Pekka Salonen (who in turn already conducted the NDR 
Elbphilharmonie Orchester at the »Into Iceland« festival). Christina Landshamer is the soloist in the 
second work on the programme, Gustav Mahler’s Symphony No. 4 for large orchestra and soprano. 
The following evening, the New York Philharmonic plays one of the most dazzling and dramatic major 
orchestral works in modern American music: »Harmonielehre« (1985) by John Adams. Adams, who 
enjoyed worldwide success with the opera »Nixon in China«, will be giving an introductory talk 
together with Alan Gilbert. 
 
The festival is brought to a close by Tyondai Braxton, one of New York’s most interesting 
representatives of contemporary electronic music. The son of legendary jazzman Anthony Braxton 
achieved wider renown in the band Battles, whose radical rock makes it one of the most influential 
present-day formations; Tyondai Braxton was a member of the group for eight years. In Hamburg he 
will be making a solo appearance in the Recital Hall with live electronics (4 April, 22:30). 
 
Several accompanying projects in the series Elbphilharmonie+ round off »New York Stories«, among 
them a vocal session on the »Great American Songbook« (this has already taken place), a seminar of 
the history of American music and two showings of Sandra Trostel’s documentary film »Everybody’s 
Cage« (Kaistudio, 2 April, 15:00 and 18:00). 
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Further information and the festival calender at www.elbphilharmonie.com 
Press information and images at www.elbphilharmonie.de/en/press 

Press Contact Elbphilharmonie 
Tom R. Schulz, Elena Wätjen and Julia Mahns 
Public Relations 
phone: +49 40 357 666 258 / -249 / -245 
presse@elbphilharmonie.de 
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