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PRESS INFORMATION 
 
IVETA APKALNA: 
THE ELBPHILHARMONIE’S TITULAR ORGANIST 

 
Amazing playing technique and a deep sense of musicality, a personality and charm no one can 
resist, and an exceptional understanding of the »queen of instruments«: Iveta Apkalna is not 
only a highly sought-after musician, she is also a passionate ambassador for the organ. She 
performs regularly with leading orchestras and conductors across the globe and has a special 
passion for contemporary organ literature. As the Elbphilharmonie’s »titular organist« 
Apkalna is responsible for the new Klais organ in the Grand Hall. She will also be breathing 
new life into her venerable title: together with the Elbphilharmonie team, she is developing 
programme ideas to raise the organ’s profile in the Hanseatic city’s concert scene, advising 
guest organists on the subtleties and special characteristics of the instrument, playing the 
instrument herself regularly, and of course also giving concerts – alongside the NDR 
Elbphilharmonie Orchestra at the opening concerts on 11 and 12 January 2017, and a solo 
performance on 27 January 2017. 

 
Biography of Iveta Apkalna 
 
Iveta Apkalna is one of the world’s leading organists. She regularly performs with renowned 
orchestras such as the Berlin Philharmonic, the Bavarian Radio Symphony Orchestra and the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic, and works with conductors such as Mariss Jansons, Gustavo Dudamel, Sir 
Antonio Pappano and Andris Nelsons. International recognition has also resulted in several 
awards. Apkalna reached the final of the Royal Bank Calgary International Organ Competition in 
Canada in 2002, and was awarded the Johann Sebastian Bach Prize the same year. In 2003 she 
received the Latvian Great Music Award for special achievements in the field of music, and she 
won the first prize and four other prizes at the International M. Tariverdiev Organ Competition in 
Kaliningrad, Russia. She was also honoured with the 2015 Excellence Award in Culture by the 
Latvian Ministry of Culture, and was named Latvia’s Cultural Ambassador. In 2005 she was the 
first organist to win ECHO Klassik’s »Instrumentalist of the Year« award. Apkalna is in great 
demand as a soloist for premieres and performances of contemporary music. She regularly 
performs in her home city of Riga with the Latvian National Symphony Orchestra, conducted by 
Andris Poga, and with the Kremerata Baltica, under the artistic direction of Gidon Kremer. In the 
2016/17 concert season, Iveta Apkalna has been invited to perform with Gustavo Dudamel and the 
Los Angeles Philharmonic Orchestra in the Walt Disney Concert Hall. Other engagements take 
her to Asia, followed by an autumn 2017 European tour with the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra 
Amsterdam, during which she performs a commissioned composition by Péter Eötvös, and her 
debut in November 2017 at the Philharmonie de Paris. 

 
Iveta Apkalna was born in Latvia in 1976. She studied the piano and organ at the J. Vitols Academy 
of Music, Riga, and continued her studies at London’s Guildhall School of Music and Drama. She 
was awarded a scholarship by the German Academic Exchange Service to study the organ in the 
soloist class at Stuttgart’s State University of Music and Performing Arts. She currently lives in 
Berlin and Riga. 
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